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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because specification paragraph 57 
contains "Fro" instead of the word "For". Correction is required. See MPEP 

§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 17-26 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2003/0026593 A1 to Ostrover. 

As to claim 17, Ostrover discloses a recording medium comprising: 
a first memory area configured to store a video signal (0025); a second memory area 
configured to store a parental code (0005-0006) that controls viewing access to a video 
program in the video signal, wherein the parental code is configured to be renewed by a 
command (0014); and a third memory area configured to store status information 
indicating the renewal of the parental code (001 9)(0026)(0031 -0032). 

As to claim 18, Ostrover discloses wherein the parental code is 
selectively each one of a first parental code received with a corresponding video 
program and a prescribed second parental code when the corresponding video program 
does not contain the first parental code (0014). 
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As to claim 19, Ostrover discloses wherein the second parental 
code is at least one of generated as a default value and generated as a value set by a 
user (0014)(0041). 

As to claim 20, Ostrover discloses wherein the status information is 
time information, final change data or an alert when the parental code is generated 
(001 9)(0026)(0031 -0032). 

As to claim 21, Ostrover discloses wherein the status information is 
time stamp information when the parental code is renewed (0031-0032). 

As to claim 22, Ostrover discloses wherein the renewal of the 
parental code is at least one of reset by a user and accessed by the user (0010). 

As to claim 23, Ostrover discloses wherein the status information is 
a history interval recording over a prescribed period of time (0019). 

As to claim 24, Ostrover discloses wherein the memory areas are 
provided on at least one of a memory provided in a device (0025). 

As to claim 25, Ostrover discloses an apparatus for managing a 
parental control code, comprising: a detector that detects a first parental grade code as 
a parental code corresponding to a video signal (0014); and 

a parental code generator that generates a second parental code as the parental code 
when the first parental code is not provided as the parental code with a video signal 
(0014). 

As to claim 26, Ostrover discloses further discloses wherein the 
second parental code is one of generated as a default value and generated as value set 
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by a user (0014)(0041). 

As to claim 28, Ostrover discloses an optical disc player, 
comprising: a first memory area configured to store a video signal (0025); 
a second memory area configured to store a parental code that controls 
viewing access to a video program in the video signal, wherein the parental code is 
configured to be renewed by a command (0014); and a controller configured to detect a 
first parental grade code as a parental code corresponding to a video signal, wherein 
the controller is configured to generate a second parental code as the parental code 
when the first parental code is not detected (0014). 

As to claim 29, Ostrover further discloses comprising a third 
memory area configured to store status information indicating the renewal of the 
parental code (0019). 

As to claim 30, Ostrover further discloses wherein the first memory 
area is on a loaded recording medium (0025). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-16 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2003/0026593 A1 to Ostrover in view of U.S. Patent Pub. 
6,519,412 B1 to Kim. 
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As to claim 1, Ostrover discloses a method, comprising: detecting 
a first parental grade code as a parental code corresponding to a video signal (0005- 
0006) (0010) (0014-0015); generating a second parental code as the parental code 
when the first parental code is not detected (0014). 

Ostrover does not expressly disclose generating information that 
indicates the generation of the second parental code (Fig. 3A). 

Kim discloses generating information that indicates the generation 
of the second parental code (Fig. 3A). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Ostrover and Kim. Motivation would have been to 
provide a password screen indicating password input requirement to allow only the 
allowed users to be able to change parental codes. 

As to claim 2, Ostrover discloses wherein the first parental code is 
information received and associated with the video signal (0014), wherein the video 
signal is received from an external source (0025). 

As to claim 3, Ostrover further discloses wherein the first parental 
code is information recorded in a memory of a recordable medium or an optical disc 
player (0017). 

As to claim 4, Ostrover further discloses wherein the second 
parental code is generated as a default value based on the detection result (0014). 

As to claim 5, Ostrover further discloses wherein the default value 
is responsive to one of a source of the video signal, a channel of the video signal (0025) 
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(0041). 

As to claim 6, Ostrover further discloses wherein the second 
parental code is generated as a value set by a user based on the detection result 
(0041). 

As to claim 7, Ostrover further discloses wherein the first and 
second parental codes are generated by a unit of a device producing further discloses 
the video program (Fig. 3, 0029). 

As to claim 8, Ostrover further discloses wherein an optical disc 
includes a plurality of video programs (Individual scenes; 0013). 

As to claim 9, Ostrover further discloses wherein an optical disc 
player includes a single parental code level (Final content code; 0015). 

As to claimlO, Ostrover discloses wherein the information is time 
information indicating when the second parental code is generated (0014). 

As to claim 11, Ostrover discloses time information indicating when 
the second parental code was generated (0016). 

Ostrover does not expressly disclose comprising displaying a 
message including the information, wherein the information is at least one of a level of 
the second parental code, text indicating the generation of the second parental code. 

Kim discloses comprising displaying a message including the 
information, wherein the information is at least one of a level of the second parental 
code, text indicating the generation of the second parental code (Fig. 3B). In addition 
same motivation is used as the rejection of claim 1 . 
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As to claim 12, Ostrover wherein the displaying a message 
comprises one of displaying the message (Visual scene indicator) for a predetermined 
time before a corresponding video program playbacks and displaying the message until 
acknowledged by appropriate user action (0014). 

Kim discloses comprising displaying a message including the 
information, wherein the information is at least one of a level of the second parental 
code (Fig. 3B) 

As to claim 13, Ostrover further discloses comprising recording the 
second parental code and the information that indicates the generation of the second 
parental code (0014). 

As to claim 14, Ostrover further discloses wherein the recording is 
performed on at least one of a memory provided in a device (0025). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ostrover and 
Kim to make the modification as described in claim 1 to14. 

As to claim 15, Ostrover further discloses wherein a first memory 
area stores a video signal (0025), wherein a second memory area stores the parental 
code for controlling a parental view, wherein the parental code is configured to be 
renewed by a command (0014), and wherein a third memory area stores status 
information indicating the renewal of the parental code (0019)(0026)(0031)(0032). 

As to claim 16, Ostrover further discloses wherein the first, second 
and third memory areas are located in at least one of a recordable medium and an 
optical disc player (0025). 
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As to claim 27, Ostrover further discloses comprising: a controller 
(Fig. 1 , 22); a memory (Fig. 1 , 28); and an optical pickup for inputting and outputting 
data for a loaded recording medium (0025). 

Ostrover does not expressly disclose an on-screen generator. 

Kim disclose an on-screen generator (Fig. 1, 205)(Col. 5, lines 2-8). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Ostrover and Kim. Motivation would have been to 
have an on screen generator that provides password screen indicating password input 
requirement to allow only the allowed users to be able to change parental codes. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ostrover and 
Kim to make the modifications as described in claims 1 to 16 and 27. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHER KHAN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5203. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 am - 5 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lun Yi can be reached on (571 )272-7671 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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